
  

 
 

The Need for Space to Serve & Grow Our Members of St. Paul 
Just as our building project is designed to enhance our ability to connect with and impact our 
community in many positive ways, so also this project will enhance what we are able to do to 
serve our own members.   

Spiritual / Emotional Help 
We are a Lutheran church, which means that our emphasis is on grace, God’s undeserved, 
unconditional love through Jesus for everyone who has ever made bad choices, who has fallen, 
who is broken.  We all have personally experienced bad attitudes and wrong behavior – both 
coming from others and from ourselves. The Bible calls this sin, and the Bible’s answer is a 
Savior who carries our sin for us.  Even those outside of the church can see the impact this 
message can make on a person.  Freed from guilt and shame, broken people can know they are 
loved by God, and they gain a new attitude and a new willingness to serve others. See Danielle’s 
Story.  

We need space to have conversations like these, not just worship space, but also informal space, 
where like-minded believers in Jesus can encourage and be encouraged by each other.  Our 
current building has virtually no informal space for believers to gather before and after weekly 
worship.  The building project will provide a gathering space (narthex) nearly half the size of our 
worship space.  That gathering space will be where people can connect with other people before 
and after worship.  A cup of coffee, a conversation with a friend, a sense of belonging: in the 
context of grace these are not small things.  In a world full of disconnectedness, anger, and hate 
speech, these informal moments are key for spiritual and emotional health.  Spiritual and 
emotional health than translates into stronger families and a stronger community.    

Physical / Practical Help 
The lower level of our new construction is designed with our community in mind.  Two large 
rooms will enable us to teach English classes and provide food to the community on weekdays. 

But those large, lower level gathering spaces also mean physical and practical help for the 
members of the congregation who already speak English and who already have enough food.  On 
Sunday mornings and Friday evenings we still need space for large meals and events. Physical 
proximity and togetherness with fellow members around food and drink is a way to know you 
belong and are loved in a world where it’s becoming more and more difficult to gain any sense 
of such things.   

Our current fellowship hall, located below our church sanctuary, is where we hold 
congregational meals and fellowship.  It’s a wonderful space, but even at our church’s current 
membership the space fills up to overflowing quickly.  As church and school grow we are eager 
to be able to use those two new large, lower level spaces as additional room for meals and 
fellowship on a Friday evening or Sunday morning, times when they are not being used for 
teaching English or giving food to the community.  

  



  

 
 

Built on the Rock Supports our Members 
Becoming a member in our church does not take away all the problems in a person’s life.  
Problems persist, but membership here means more opportunities to receive meaningful help for 
those problems.  Our building project aims to enhance our ability to help our members navigate 
life’s problems in meaningful, concrete ways. 

 

Danielle’s Story 
“Despite growing up in a family that went to church, by my teenage years I lost sight of the understanding 
that God loved me. I made choices that haunted me with guilt for years. These choices were typical 
teenage rebellion related; drinking, disrespecting parents and adults, and thinking I knew everything!! 
Little did I know those choices I thought were so right and so justified at the time, would affect my heart so 
much as I grew into adulthood. 
  

The mistakes I made back then stuck in my mind every day, reminding me that I am a sinner. The part I was 
missing is that I am also forgiven. I struggled for years with this, causing me to feel insecure and not good 
enough. I see now that when we carry only that burden in our hearts, it stops us from being a tool for God, 
so I was missing out on the forgiveness He always had waiting for me. 
  

Daily, these heart and mind struggles I had would break me down and affect my relationships. I would be 
in this cycle of wanting something to make me feel better, thinking it was a boyfriend or once I finish tech 
school etc… but none of those things ever filled that ache, until God kept giving me cues and hints to come 
back. 
  

My mom and stepdad are members of St. Paul and would always invite me! I went to church a few times 
and felt pretty good but still was searching for something deeper. One hard week in particular, I asked my 
mom if maybe I could talk to Pastor Zabell about these things. She encouraged me with flying colors! 
I reached out to Pastor Zabell on a Saturday. I remember crying on my way there, just feeling so 
overwhelmed with life. Pastor welcomed me with open arms and eventually tissues!! We talked about 
some questions I had about the bible, but also about just what I needed to hear, forgiveness!! God had the 
whole thing planned out (as we know)! I left that day feeling a weight lifted off my heart, and in its place 
was hope and a renewed faith!  
 

St. Paul Lutheran Church and Pastor Zabell’s willingness to say yes, and spend time with me that day put 
my heart on a new path! I was reminded of who I am in God’s eyes, not what the devil was whispering 
about me. I one-thousand-percent know that God calls each of us to Him, and uses tools like St. Paul and 
Pastor’s heart to do so. That day was no accident and the fact that I was able to walk into such a 
welcoming environment and be accepted after feeling so broken for so many years, has changed my life 
forever. 
  
The offerings that the church is able share with the community and church members are life changing. I 
attend a weekly bible study at Julie’s Café, that my heart still needs so bad! The bible studies reset my 
heart and mind every week! I am reminded of God’s word and try to carry it with me so that I can be the 
tool that God wants all of us to be. I am forever grateful to be able to be a part of St. Paul, as I’ve seen and 
felt firsthand the blessings they share from God.” 


